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January 2022—Changes

Important Contacts

Preparing for new garbage service

State Police Emergency—911

In July of this year Big’s Sanitation notified the Borough that they do not
wish to extend the current contract past December 31, 2021. Big’s made
this decision based on the ongoing complaints from the Borough and residents about trash not being consistently picked up.

Non Emergency/Dispatch—
(412) 299-1607

Borough officials knew that service levels were not meeting expectations,
and discussions with Big’s did not provide noticeable or consistent improvements. The borough manager accepted Big’s termination of the
contract the end of 2021, and proceeded to put the service out for bid as
required by law.
Bid packets were sent to, or requested by 3 certified municipal hauling
vendors during the month of September. Republic Services, aka Allied
Waste was the only vendor to submit a bid for solid waste and recycling
services for East Pittsburgh.
As a municipality, East Pittsburgh has been lucky to have had an exceptionally low and stable cost for waste removal services. Because prices
have been locked in since 2014 at $11 per household per month ($121 per
year), Borough Council has been able to pay for trash services without any
increase in the property tax rate.
Costs have increased over the past 7 years, and the cost is now $25.52 per
household per month, or just over $306 per year for each household. The
borough is not able to absorb such a significant increase. Therefore,
Council was faced with the challenge of raising the funds to cover the
difference. Due to our current financial position, the borough is able to
increase its share of the cost of trash to almost $13 per household per
month.
The additional funds need to come from the property owners. This could
either be done via an increase to the property tax rate or through an annual billing directly to customers. Council has decided that instead of increasing property taxes that an annual fee would be adopted.
(Continued on page 4)

Borough Offices—(412) 823-7124
Code Enforcement (412) 823-5473
Tax Collector— (412) 823-3155
Garbage Pickup—
(724) 379-4331
Water—

(412)243 -6200

Electricity—
(412) 393-7100
Report Power Outages—
(412) 393-7000
Gas—

(800) 764-0111

Borough of East Pittsburgh
813 Linden Ave
East Pittsburgh, PA 15112
(412) 823-7124
Mayor: Markus Adams

Council:
Mary Carol Kennedy—President
Stacey Simon—Vice President
Paul Borkowski
Earnest Frazier
Jonathan Reyes
Borough Manager:
Seth Abrams
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From the Manager:

The Mayor’s Desk:

By the time you are reading this you will know local
election results and will be preparing for the holidays.

Hello neighbors.

The Borough staff on the other hand are entering one
of the busiest times of the year. Public Works is
switching gears by doing a final winter prep of the
mowers, blowers and weed whackers while also preparing to serve you this winter by preparing the
trucks by mounting the plows and salt spreaders.
Here in the office we are working on the budget,
which Council must approve before the end of the
year, preparing to welcome and orient our newly
elected officials, and preparing ourselves to close out
the 2021 fiscal year and ramp up for 2022.

Like many of you this is my favorite time of the
year. Mild to cool temperatures, football (Go Wolverines, Panthers & Steelers!!!), fall colors, falling
leaves (well, maybe not...too much raking) and the
holidays. Of all the holidays Thanksgiving is one of
my favorites. Whether family, friends, good food
and music, there’s just something very enjoyable
about Thanksgiving day. But, there’s also the meaning of the day.

Finally, I want to thank you, the residents of East
Pittsburgh for your ongoing challenges to make the
community better. While we cannot always take the
actions you may wish, or even that we may personally
wish to, know that all of us are working together for a
better East Pittsburgh.

For me, I am thankful for my life, health and
strength and that of my family in this very trying
time. I am very thankful for work and a place to go
at the end of the day to relax, read, listen to music
and enjoy a meal. I am very thankful to live in this
country. Though the challenges we face individually
and as a nation are many we have the United States
Constitution as a guide that, if we observe and stay
true to that great and sacred document, there is no
challenge that cannot be overcome. I am likewise
thankful to live in a municipality that, while fraught
with issues, is on the cusp of new beginnings with
the potential to be whatever we make of it. This is
in our hands. And I am extremely thankful to you,
my neighbors, for granting me the opportunity to
work with an awesome group of people that make
up our borough council to help aid in the effort to
make this a better community for all to live in.

Have a safe and joyful 2021 holiday season.

How about you, what are you thankful for?

Since I am writing this prior to the election, I don’t
know the outcome, but I am looking forward to working with at least 2 new councilmembers. Paul Borkowski is retiring after serving in the first ward for just
over 6 years. Stacey Simon-Leech who has served the
third ward since 2018 opted not to run in this election.

Regards,
Seth Abrams
Borough Manager

Markus E. Adams
Mayor

ALCOSAN RATE INCREASE FOR 2022— in 2022 sewage rates will increase by 7%.

For most

households this will result in an increase of $4.45 per month on the sewage portion of your water bill.
Sewage collections are done by WPJWA, but ALCOSAN sets the rates. There will be 7% increases in 2023,
2024, 2025, and 2026 as well. See page 6 for available utility assistance.
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Winter Pet Care
1. Keep pets sheltered
Keep your pets inside with you and your family. Under no circumstances should pet cats be left outdoors, even if they roam outside during other seasons. Dogs are happiest when taken out frequently for walks and exercise, but kept inside the rest of the
time. Don't leave pets outdoors when the temperature drops.
If your dog is outdoors much of the day for any reason, they must be protected by a dry, draft-free shelter that is large enough to
allow them to move comfortably, but small enough to hold in body heat. The floor should be raised a few inches from the ground
and covered with cedar shavings or straw. The doorway should be covered with waterproof burlap or heavy plastic.
Pets who spend a lot of time outdoors need more food in the winter because keeping warm depletes energy. Routinely check your
pet's water dish to make certain the water is fresh and unfrozen. Use plastic food and water bowls; when the temperature is low,
your pet's tongue can stick and freeze to metal.

2. Bundle up, wipe down
No matter what the temperature is, windchill can threaten a pet's life. Exposed skin on noses, ears and paw pads are at risk for
frostbite and hypothermia during extreme cold snaps. For this reason, short-haired dogs often feel more comfortable wearing a
sweater—even during short walks.
Rock salt and other chemicals used to melt snow and ice can irritate the pads of your pet's feet. Wipe all paws with a damp towel
before your pet licks them and irritates their mouth.

3. Remove common poisons
Antifreeze is a deadly poison, but it has a sweet taste that may attract animals and children. Wipe up any antifreeze spills immediately and keep it, like all household chemicals, out of reach. Coolants and antifreeze made with propylene glycol are less toxic to
pets, wildlife and family.
Dogs are at particular risk of salt poisoning in winter due to the rock salt used in many areas—often when licking it from their
paws after a walk. Store de-icing salt in a safe place and wipe your dog’s paws, even after short walks. If your dog ingests rock salt,
call a veterinarian immediately.
(Continued on page 6)

INC.
“Third Generation Professional Family Owned Business”
Proud to Serve Pittsburgh & Surrounding areas Since 1945
RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL*NEW CONSTRUCTION
ADDITIONS* HOME RENOVATIONS
Electrical * Plumbing * Plastering/Drywall * Bathrooms/Kitchens/Office-Living Spaces * Decks
Roofing * Siding * Soffit & Fascia* Gutters & Downspouts * Windows/Doors & MORE

BRIAN WHITNEY, GENERAL CONTRACTOR
whitneyconstruct@comcast.net * whitneyconstructioncompany.com

PH: 412-823-3880 FAX: 412-823-4693
Fully Insured * Free Estimates * PA002073
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(Continued from page 1)

In January, each property owner will begin receiving an annual bill for trash service. Owners will have the choice of
paying in the following ways:
Early – pay by the discount date and receive a 2% discount, which for 2022 will reduce the bill to $148.96 per household.
On-time – pay before the end of the face value and pay the $152.00
Penalty – pay after the end of face value and incur a 10% penalty for a total of $167.20
OR

Payment plan – You may pay your bill in 3 equal installments over the course of 6 months at face value for a total payment of $152.00 per household. Any missed or past due payments will automatically result in the penalty rate being
assessed.
Payments will be accepted in person by cash, check, money order or credit card (subject to a 2.65% fee).
Payments by mail via check or money order
Payment may also be made through our website at www.eastpittsburghboro.com via e-check ($1.50 fee) or credit card
(2.65% fee).
Additional information will be sent in January, 2022, with the initial billing. Any questions may be directed to the Borough Office, 412-823-7124.
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Streets
It is well known that parking is very limited in the borough and both our streets and alleys
can be quite narrow. In response to numerous resident complaints the borough is continuing
to respond to help keep on street parking available. Please help us to keep our borough
attractive by following the ordinances and keeping the streets clear.
Parking Chairs
In October of 2021 the borough began enforcing its “parking chair” ordinance. Anyone
wishing to collect their chairs, cones and other items
may contact the Borough Office at 412-823-7124. Any
items stored for 30 days or longer will be disposed of.
The “Pittsburgh parking chair” will not be removed during a snow event.
Nuisance Vehicles The Borough Code states that it is “unlawful to store, park or place any unregistered, uninspected, inoperative, unlicensed, junked, or nuisance motor vehicle or trailer
on any premises not designated for that use, whether such premises shall be public or private” We are tagging vehicles that are unregistered or inoperative and having them removed
from the streets and alleys.
Alleyways If your property abuts an alley, you are responsible for any vegetation that may
grow into and impede the alley. Public works will be going through the alleys and spraying in
places where appropriate cutbacks have not occurred.

Payments by credit card or e-check now available
The Borough Office now accepts payments via credit card or e-check. By partnering with MuniciPAY, you are now able
to pay permit fees, fines, and all other payments online, in person or over the phone. If you choose to use one of these
options you will be charged a convivence fee by our payment partner. E-checks will be assessed an additional $1.50
per transaction. Credit card payments will be subject to a 2.65% fee, or $3.00, whichever is greater. By using a third
party the borough does not make any additional money by charging higher rates, nor do we cost the taxpayers money
by paying for transaction fees on the back end. In person or mailed payments by cash, check or money order do not
incur any fees.

6

UTILITY ASSISTANCE
The Dollar Energy Fund can assist low income individuals & families in applying
for assistance from the following agencies:
• Duquesne Light
• People’s Natural Gas
• ALCOSAN
They can also assist with applying for LIHEAP and other social services that you
may benefit from.
You may find more information at www.dollarenergyfund.org
The closest office to East Pittsburgh is:
Holy Family Institute, Edgewood Towne
Center
Address:
1789 South Braddock Avenue
Suite 585
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

Phone:
412-244-8010

The Port Authority provides transportation
via the 59 or 69 lines without transfers.
Please be prepared with a copy of the appropriate utility bill, identification, your social security number and proof of income.
(Continued from page 3)

4. Protect outdoor animals
If there are outdoor cats, either owned pets or community cats in your area, remember that they need protection from the elements as well as food and water. It's easy to give them a hand.
Cars are one of many hazards to small animals—warm engines in parked cars attract cats and small wildlife, who may crawl up under the hood. To avoid injuring any hidden animals, bang on your car's hood to scare them away before starting your engine.
You can also help make your property safe for deer in the wintertime by waiting until after the first week of December to string
lights, and after then, only on trees over six inches in diameter. Before the first snow, you should also store summer recreational
materials, like hammocks and swings.
What to do if you see a pet left out in the cold
If you encounter a pet left in the cold, politely let the owner know you're concerned. Some people genuinely don’t know the risk
that cold weather poses to their pets or livestock and will be quick to correct any problems you address. If someone you raise these
concerns with responds poorly or continues to neglect their animals, please report your concerns to the Humane Society (412-3457300)
It can be a crime to leave pets outside in extreme temperatures without food and shelter.
Cold weather can be deadly for pets. As the temperature plummets in many parts of the country, the Humane Society of the Unit(Continued on page 7)
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ELECTION RESULTS:

3rd Ward: Mark Petri

1st Ward: Chad Nicholson

Mayor: Markus Adams

2nd Ward: Mary Carol Kennedy

Tax Collector: Patrick Geric
*All results are unofficial until certified by the Allegheny County

(Continued from page 6)

ed States sees a marked increase in the number of complaints about dogs and cats who have been left outside with no food or
shelter.
We encourage you to contact local law enforcement agencies because pets left outside in extreme temperatures, especially
without food or shelter, are at risk of hypothermia, frostbite and even death. Their owners are at risk of facing criminal charges.
The act of leaving a pet outside without food or adequate shelter often receives less attention than a violent attack against an
animal, but neglect is a crime. Especially in these cold months, it is important for people to bring their pets inside and for others
to report neglected animals to law enforcement.
If you see a pet left out in the cold, speak out.
One of the most common forms of animal cruelty, cases of animals left outside in dangerous weather are investigated more by
police and animal control agencies than any other form of animal abuse. Our most constant companions—dogs and cats—feel
the effects of winter weather as much as we do, only they are often cast outside to weather the cold or a storm owing to a misconception that the fur on their backs will insulate them from suffering. Without proper shelter, food and water, these domesticated animals’ chances of survival in frigid temperatures is greatly decreased. Any pet owners who aren't sure what protections
their pets need during cold weather can read our cold weather advice for keeping pets safe.

LIVE

AND IN PERSON

Borough Council meetings have resumed in
-person meetings.

Council holds an agenda meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm.
The business meeting is held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm.
All meetings are held at 700 Grandview Ave, East Pittsburgh, PA 15112
Meetings are also broadcast live via Ring Central. The link for remote attendance can be
found on the borough website and Face Book.
Agendas for the business meeting are posted on the borough website, Facebook page and at
the Borough Office and Senior Center by Monday afternoon the day before the meeting.

Upcoming Dates:
Business Meetings

Agenda Meetings

November 16, 2021

December 14, 2021

December 21, 2021
Reorganization Meeting: January 3, 2022

January 11, 2022

January 18, 2022

February 8, 2022

February 15, 2022
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RIGHTING THE BLIGHT
Nobody likes to see their neighborhood fall apart. Abandoned homes, deteriorating properties, poor property maintenance. It all adds up to bring us down. The Borough razes homes as it is able, but that often only
results in a vacant lot that does not get used to its potential. Abandoned and poorly kept homes invite crime,
rodents, and a feeling that we just don’t care.
East Pittsburgh now has the opportunity to do more than demolish homes. We can be more proactive.
Thanks in part to a grant from the Department of Community and Economic Development, the Borough has
contracted with Grass Roots Solutions to do a detailed study of the blight conditions in East Pittsburgh. The
outcomes of this study will allow us to strategically plan how to: deal with the blight we have, use new tools
that are available to municipalities, work to prevent blight in the first place, and have processes that will
serve us for years. This is different than most plans, in that this is designed specifically to give East Pittsburgh
something that it can use right away. We have options besides knocking down a home—it’s time to look at
them.
One of the first tasks is to create a Blight Committee. We are looking for residents and property owners who
have an interest in improving the properties in East Pittsburgh. Meeting frequency will be determined once
the members are chosen.
If you are interested in serving on the Blight Advisory Committee, please submit your letter of interest to
Seth Abrams, Borough Manager at the borough office or via email at epabrams@eastpittsburghboro.com.

Allegheny County has a little used resource that, if you are a home owner, you may use to
make necessary (or desired) home improvements for a very low, or no, cost. The program
is known as the Allegheny Home Improvement Loan Program. The information may be
viewed at https://www.alleghenycounty.us/economic-development/residents/ahilp/
ahilp.aspx. You may also call the Borough Manager for more information.

COVID-19 & FLU VACCINATIONS – Prepare for winter
Vaccinations are now readily available at most pharmacies
and various clinics. Please check with
your PCP, pharmacy, or call 211 to find
a location convenient for you.
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813 Linden Ave
East Pittsburgh, PA 15112

Borough information for new and established residents is now available on our website
by navigating to About Us>Groups>Community. The link is Resident Welcome/
Information Packet. It can also be reached directly with the following link: http://
bit.ly/3cZSgLB

NOW HIRING—Part-Time Crossing Guard for the 800 block of Main St.
Please contact Seth at 412-823-7124 or
epabrams@eastpittsburghboro.com with you interest.
Advertising Opportunities—reach the residents of East Pittsburgh
The Shamrock is printed on a quarterly basis, February, May, August and November of each year.
The pricing is per issue, and as follows: Advertisements must be submitted in one of the following formats
Full page: $180

1/4 page: $70

1/2 page: $100

Business card: $40

for publication: MS Word, pdf or JPEG/TIFF/PNG

Please Contact Seth Abrams for more information at epabrams@eastpittsburghboro.com or 412-823-7124

