BOROUGH OF EAST PITTSBURGH
MINUTES FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 2025 - 7:00 PM

1. The March 18, 2025, meeting of the East Pittsburgh Council was called to order at 7:04 PM by
Ms. Kennedy.
2. Mr. Walker took roll call:

Present: Absent:

Mary Carol Kennedy, Council President Mark Petri, Council Member

Chad Nicholson, Council Vice President Via Markus Adams, Mayor

Phone Russ Yocca, Borough DPW Supervisor

Ed Ruane, Council Member
Ahmonique Washington, Council Member

Other:

Benjamin D. Walker, Borough Manager (Via Phone)
Denise Hartford, Borough Secretary

Lou, Representative of Glenn Engineering

Nick Evashavik, Borough Solicitor

3. Pledge of Allegiance Ms. Kennedy

4. Announcements:
a. None at this time.

5. Agenda:

a. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Washington to approve the agenda as
presented.
- All present were in favor.
6. Meeting Minutes:

a. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Washington to approve the February 11,
2025. Agenda Meeting Minutes.

- Mr. Nicholson abstained.
- All others present were in favor.

b. A motion was made by Washington and seconded by Ruane to approve the February 18,
2025, Council Meeting Minutes.
- All present were in favor.

7. Eastern Regional Mon Valley Police Department Monthly Report —

a. Chief of Police Derrick Turner: Reported that the ERMVPD will begin Operation Spring
Clean on April 20, 2025 stating that vehicles with parking violations or out-of-date plates
or stickers will have 72 hours to comply with the rules and regulations of the Borough of
East Pittsburgh and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. He also remarked on the
number of vehicles tagged and towed over the past year of operations. The anniversary
for the start of operations is April 1, 2025.



8. Public Comment -

a. Bernard Pintar: an East Pittsburgh Resident living on Sagua Street presented to Council
his proposal as part of his partnership with Age Friendly Greater Pittsburgh to plant a
pollinator garden and construct a pavilion on a set of vacant lots on the corner of Main
Street and Howard Avenue. He reportedly is attempting to acquire grant funding to
fulfill this project. The matter of accessing these properties was discussed, and it was
stated that the Borough could not grant Mr. Pintar access to privately owned land, even
if the owners are deceased. Mr. Evashavik also confirmed that it takes twenty-one years
for adverse possession to take effect.

9. Authorization to Pay Bills - Ms. Kennedy
General Fund Expenditures $39,641.42
Payroll Expenditures $18,882.05
Sewage Fund Expenditures $14,788.37
Liquid Fuels Expenditures $3,772.70
Total Expenditures $77,084.54

A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Washington to approve payment of the bills.
- All present were in favor.

10. Reports

a. Manager’s Report Mr. Walker

Manager Walker explained the PA One Call Locator Training and answered questions
regarding the FOP No. 91 Union.

A motion was made by Washington and seconded by Ruane to approve the Manager’s
report.

-All others present were in favor.

b. Engineer’s Report Mrs. Branthoover

Ms. Branthoover read the Engineer’s Report and explained the projects in the report.

A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Washington to approve the Engineer’s
report.
- All present were in favor.

c. Code Enforcement Mr. Rydzak

Mr. Rydzak took notes on complaints on Code violations on Bessemer Ave and Maple
Avenue and stated that these matters would be addressed on the following day.

A motion was made by Washington and was seconded by Ruane to approve the Code
Enforcement Report.



d. Solicitor’s Report Mr. Evashavik

Mr. Evashavik spoke on the emergency resolution as it pertains to the traffic lights on
Braddock Avenue and advised that Council move to authorize the Borough

Manager to take the necessary steps to begin the project and ratify the decision
during the next meeting. Council

A motion was made by Nicholson and seconded by Petri to approve the Solicitor’s
Report.

-All present were in favor.

e. Mayor’s Report Mr. Adams
Absent. No report submitted.
f. DPW Report Mr. Yocca

A motion was made by Petri and seconded by Ruane to approve the DPW report.
- All present were in favor.

11. Old Business

a. None at this time.

12. New Business

a. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Washington to table the motion to approve the
proposal from Akenheil Engineers, Inc. for a geotechnical investigation of the hillside located on
the Lot and Block Number 375-G-275 in the amount of $17,980.00.

- All present were in favor.

b. A motion was made by Washington and seconded by Ruane to approve the proposal from A.
Liberoni Inc. to replace or install ten (10) manholes on Center Street and Main Street in the
amount of $12,500.00.

- All present were in favor.

13. Committee Actions/Discussions

a. Council discussed the Borough Quarterly Newsletter and possibly changing the date of
the East Pittsburgh Community Day due to a potential conflict from one of the volunteer
groups for the event.

b. Council discussed the Main Street and Center Street Paving Project, which was to begin
on March 24, 2025, and the signs required updating as to avoid confusing the residents
about parking matters while the project is underway.

c. Manager Walker advised Council to not enter into a contract with the TCVCOG for Vactor
Truck Services for financial reasons.



d. Council discussed ratifying an emergency resolution (See Solicitor’s Report)
e. The Estoppel Certificate for the Borough Office was discussed, and there has been
another request for the Borough to sign the document.

14. Adjournment:
i. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Washington to adjourn the meeting at

9:04 PM.
- All present were in favor.



