BOROUGH OF EAST PITTSBURGH
MINUTES FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, APRIL 15, 2025 - 7:00 PM

1. The April 15, 2025, meeting of the East Pittsburgh Council was called to order at 7:01 PM by Ms.
Kennedy.
2. Mr. Walker took roll call:

Present:

Mary Carol Kennedy, Council President
Chad Nicholson, Council Vice President Via
Phone

Mark Petri, Council Member

Ed Ruane, Council Member

Ahmonique Washington, Council Member

Absent:
Russ Yocca, Borough DPW Supervisor

Other:

Markus Adams, Mayor

Benjamin D. Walker, Borough Manager (Via Phone)
Denise Hartford, Borough Secretary

Lou, Representative of Glenn Engineering

Nick Evashavik, Borough Solicitor

3. Pledge of Allegiance Ms. Kennedy

4. Announcements:
a. An Executive Session was held on Tuesday, April 15, 2025, at 6:00 PM to discuss a
personnel matter.

5. Agenda:

a. A motion was made by Petri and seconded by Washington to amend the agenda to add a
motion to approve the Borough of East Pittsburgh Lease Estoppel Certificate.

- All present were in favor.
6. Meeting Minutes:

a. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Washington to approve the March 11,
2025. Agenda Meeting Minutes.

- Mr. Nicholson abstained.
- All others present were in favor.

b. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to approve the March 18, 2025,
Council Meeting Minutes with an edit to change Lou to Laura Branthoover who read the
Engineer’s Report.

- All present were in favor.

7. Eastern Regional Mon Valley Police Department Monthly Report —

a. Officer Watts: Introduced himself as being an officer of the ERMVPD for one full year.



b. Chief of Police Derrick Turner: Submitted a report via email for the March 2025

8. Public Comment —

a.

Bernard Pintar: an East Pittsburgh Resident living on Sagua Street updated Council on
his coordination with the Connect Center and Age Friendly Pittsburgh to apply for grant
funds designated for a pollinator garden in the Borough. Ms. Washington offered to get
Mr. Pintar and London, a nearby resident on Arc Street, who is engaged in such garden
projects. A representative from the Connect Center further elaborated that the project
is meant to bring the community together.

Patrick Geric: The Borough Tax Collector on Center Street alerted Council to a dead tree
adjacent to 602 Main Street. He suggested to coordinate with A. Liberoni to remove the
tree while the Main Street and Center Street Paving Project is still underway. He further
suggested soliciting a project quote for paving the 500 block of Main Street while this
project is occurring. Mr. Geric further suggested that the Borough cancel plans to
construct a new Borough Building citing the expenses to maintain the property and the
ability to continue use of the Linden Avenue DPW Garage as it has been used for the last
70 years.

Greg McAuliffe: The Program Manager for Grounded Strategies explained a goal to
transform abandoned lots into meadows with native plants as an efficient method of
beautifying the town. He submitted a letter explaining this work.

Michael Belmonte: Current member of the Woodland Hills School District Board of
Directors stated that he is not running for reelection, and he wanted to introduce the
candidates Karen Lyons and Cynthia Wallace. Ms. Kennedy inquired about the
newsletter that she previously received from the WHSD, and Mr. Belmonte informed
her that he would investigate and ensure that she is added to the mailing list for the
magazine. Ms. Washington inquired about encouraging volunteers for firefighters, and
Mr. Belmonte cited a $2.8 Million deficit presenting difficulty regarding tax relief for
such first responders. An Avery Thomas can give presentations to encourage volunteers.
Karen Lyons: A candidate for the WHSD Board of Directors introduced herself and
stated her background.

Cynthia Wallace: A candidate for the WHSD Board of Directors introduced herself and
presented her background.

9. Authorization to Pay Bills - Ms. Kennedy

General Fund Expenditures $31,981.41

Payroll Expenditures $18,539.15

Sewage Fund Expenditures $94,270.46

Liquid Fuels Expenditures $3,728.29

Total Expenditures $148,519.31

A motion was made by Washington and seconded by Petri to approve payment of the bills.

- All present were in favor.




10. Reports

a. Manager’s Report Mr. Walker
Manager Walker answered a few clarifying questions on his report.
A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to approve the Manager’s report.

-All present were in favor.

b. Engineer’s Report Mr. Corrales

Mr. Corrales read the Engineer’s Report in Laura Branthoover’s absence and explained
the projects in the report. Mr. Walker clarified on a few questions from Council
about the report.

A motion was made by Washington and seconded by Petri to approve the Engineer’s
report.
- All present were in favor.

c. Code Enforcement Mr. Rydzak

A motion was made by Ruane and was seconded by Petri to approve the Code
Enforcement Report.

d. Solicitor’s Report Mr. Evashavik

No report submitted.

e. Mayor’s Report Mr. Adams
Absent. No report submitted.
f. DPW Report Mr. Yocca
Ms. Kennedy noted that there was more litter in the town this week than usual.

A motion was made by Washington and seconded by Petri to approve the DPW report.

- All present were in favor.

11. OIld Business

a. None at this time.

12. New Business

a. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to conduct the second reading of
and adopt Ordinance 940 (Vacating Dynamo Way and Linden Avenue)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST PITTSBURGH OPENING A PORTION OF
DYNAMO WAY AS A PUBLIC STREET AND DEDICATING A PORTION OF LINDEN AVENUE AS
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A PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY.

- All present were in favor.

b. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Washington to conduct the second
reading of and adopt Ordinance 941 (Disability Parking Permits)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST PITTSBURGH, ALLEGHENY COUNTY,
ESTABLISHING CRITERIA AS TO THE ISSUANCE OF DISABILITY PARKING PERMITS WITHIN
THE BOROUGH.

- All present were in favor.

c. A motion was made by Washington and seconded by Petri to approve the Handicap
Parking Request from Debra Clarke for the property located at 405 Franklin St., East
Pittsburgh, PA 15112, Lot and Block No. 375-P-85, pending written confirmation of
approval from the property owner, Elijah Russell.

Roll Call Vote:

Yea (3): Petri, Washington, Nicholson
Nay (1): Ruane

Abstain (1): Kennedy

Motion passed.

d. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to approve the Handicap Parking
Request from David Escorcega for the property located at 310 Howard St., East
Pittsburgh, PA 15112, Lot and Block No. 375-P-11.

-All present were in favor.

e. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri was made by Ruane and seconded
by Petri to ratify the decision to authorize the Borough Manager to fulfill requirements
to complete the maintenance work on the Braddock Avenue traffic lights.

-All present were in favor.

f. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to ratify the adoption of
Resolution 25-03

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST PITTSBURGH, ALLEGHENY COUNTY,
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA AUTHORIZING THE IMMEDIATE REPLACEMENT OF
TRAFFIC LIGHTS AT DESIGNATED INTERSECTIONS DUE TO PUBLIC SAFETY CONCERNS.

-All present were in favor.

g. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to approve the quote from Traffic
Control Equipment and Supplies in the amount of $9,110.00 and authorize work to
begin on the Braddock Avenue traffic lights with the amounts to be paid from the Liquid
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Fuels (Highway Aid) Fund.

Council discussed a contact for funding opportunities following the ALOM Conferenece,
as well as PennDOT's involvement with traffic light projects on state-owned roads, and a
traffic study was discussed that occurred multiple years ago.

-All present were in favor.

A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to remove Mayor Markus Adams
as a Commissioner on the Eastern Regional Mon Valley Police Commission.

-All present were in favor.
A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Washington to open the floor for
nominations to appoint an elected official to the Eastern Regional Mon Valley Police
Commission.
-All present were in favor.
i. Ruane nominated Mark Petri and Washington seconded.

A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to close the floor for nominations.

-All present were in favor.

A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Washington to appoint Mark Petri as a
Commissioner on the Eastern Regional Mon Valley Police Commission.

-All present were in favor.
A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to adopt Resolution 25-04
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST PITTSBURGH, COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY,
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA APPOINTING THE MAYOR OF THE BOROUGH OF
EAST PITTSBURGH AS LIAISON TO THE EASTERN REGIONAL MON VALLEY POLICE
DEPARTMENT.

-All present were in favor.

m. A motion was made by Washington and seconded by Petri to approve the draft of the

Amended Charter Agreement for Police Services as presented.
-All present were in favor.
A motion was made by Petri and seconded by Ruane to award the East Pittsburgh

Borough New Municipal Facility Project General Contract No. 401 to Moret Construction
Co., Inc. in the amount of $3,271,000.00.



-All present were in favor.

0. A motion was made by Petri and seconded by Washington to award the East Pittsburgh
Borough New Municipal Facility Project Plumbing Contract No. 402 to Newman
Plumbing, Inc. in the amount of $482,800.00

-All present were in favor.

p. A motion to award the East Pittsburgh Borough New Municipal Facility Project HVAC
Construction Contract No. 403 to K & K Mechanical Services, Inc. in the amount of
$273,500.00.

-All present were in favor.

g. A motion to award the East Pittsburgh Borough New Municipal Facility Project Electrical
Construction Contract No. 404 to Allegheny City Electric, Inc. in the amount of
$495,000.00.

-All present were in favor.

r. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to approve the Borough of East
Pittsburgh Lease Estoppel Certificate.

-All present were in favor.

13. Committee Actions/Discussions

a. Council discussed the projects for compliance with the Consent Decree and for the
transference of major sewer lines to ALCOSAN.

b. Ms. Washingdon discussed a flyer for fire alarms offered by the Red Cross, including
installation of the units. The flyer was to be placed on the Borough website.

c. Council discussed the Sycamore Wall issue, following resources that Ms. Washington
communicated from the ALOM Conference.

d. Council discussed streets in need of paving and for how streets are prioritized. Mr.
Walker confirmed that a streets condition survey was conducted, and the spreadsheet is
used to keep track of what years different streets were paved.

e. Council discussed the possibility of tax credits for first responders.

14. Adjournment:
i. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Washington to adjourn the meeting at

8:43 PM.
- All present were in favor.



