BOROUGH OF EAST PITTSBURGH

MINUTES FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY, MAY 17, 2025 - 7:00 PM

1. The May 27, 2025, meeting of the East Pittsburgh Council was called to order at 7:07 PM by Ms.

7.

Kennedy.
Mr. Walker took roll call:

Present:

Mary Carol Kennedy, Council President
Chad Nicholson, Council Vice President

Ed Ruane, Council Member

Ahmonique Washington, Council Member
(Arrived at 7:48 PM)

Other:

Benjamin D. Walker, Borough Manager (Via Phone)
Denise Hartford, Borough Secretary

Lou, Representative of Glenn Engineering

Nick Evashavik, Borough Solicitor

Pledge of Allegiance
Announcements:

a. None at this time.
Agenda:

Absent:
Mark Petri, Council Member

Markus Adams, Mayor

Russ Yocca, Borough DPW Supervisor

Ms. Kennedy

a. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Nicholson to amend the agenda remove

item “e” under New Business due to a typo.

Meeting Minutes:

- All present were in favor.
-Washington not present for vote.

a. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Nicholson to approve the April 8, 2025.

Agenda Meeting Minutes.

- All present were in favor.
-Washington not present for vote.

b. A motion was made by Nicholson and seconded by Ruane to approve the April 15, 2025,
Council Meeting Minutes with an update to add Londen Bivins’ last name under Mr.
Pintar’s portion, and to clarify who Avery Thomas is under Mr. Belmonte’s section.

- All present were in favor.
-Washington not present for vote.

Eastern Regional Mon Valley Police Department Monthly Report —



a. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Nicholson to table a motion to approve
the April 2025 ERMVPD monthly police rpoert as presented by Chief of Police Derrick

Turner.
- All present were in favor.

-Washington not present for vote.

8. Public Comment —
a. Yasamene Assante: A representative from This Generation Connect attended the
meeting stating that she wants to learn more about he community and the roles that
Council plays.

9. Authorization to Pay Bills - Ms. Kennedy
General Fund Expenditures $114,196.78
Payroll Expenditures $17,734.63
Sewage Fund Expenditures $11,954.00
Liquid Fuels Expenditures $3,761.87
Total Expenditures $147,647.28

A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Nicholson to approve payment of the bills.

- All present were in favor.

-Washington not present for vote.

10. Reports
a. Manager’s Report Mr. Walker
A motion was made by Nicholson and seconded by Ruane to approve the Manager’s
report.
-All present were in favor.
-Washington not present for vote.
b. Engineer’s Report Mr. Thomas

Dakoma Thomas read the Engineer’s Report in Laura Branthoover’s absence and
explained the projects in the report. He explained the elecrical work to be
performed at Quarry Field and spoke briefly about the Multimodel Grant
Program.

A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Nicholson to approve the Engineer’s

report.
- All present were in favor.

-Washington not present for vote.



c. Code Enforcement Mr. Rydzak

Mr. Rydzak answered a few clarifying questions about his report, and Mr. Walker is to
send the information for the property located on 613-615 Grandview Avenue
due to a prior violation submitted in 2024 that has not been resolved.

A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Nicholson to approve the Code
Enforcement Report.
-All present were in favor.

d. Solicitor’s Report Mr. Evashavik

No report submitted.

e. Mayor’s Report Mr. Adams
Absent. No report submitted.
f. DPW Report Mr. Yocca

A motion was made by Washington and seconded by Nicholson to approve the DPW
report.

- All present were in favor.

11. Old Business

a. None at this time.

12. New Business

a. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Nicholson to approve/deny the Borough
of East Pittsburgh New Municipal Facility Project alternate in the amount of $26,000.00,
as proposed by Moret Construction Co., Inc. to install windows in Council Chambers.

- All present were in favor.

b. A motion was made by Nicholson and seconded by Washington to adopt Resolution 25-
05 (GTRP Grant)

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST PITTSBURGH, COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY,
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA REQUESTING A GREENWAYS, TRAILS AND
RECREATION PROGRAM (GTRP) GRANT OF $248,505.18 FROM THE COMMONWEALTH
FINANCING AUTHORITY TO BE USED FOR QUARRY FIELD REHABILITATION.

- All present were in favor.



c. A motion was made by Rune and seconded by Nicholson to approve the match
requirement of $47,334.32 for the GTRP Grant.

- All present were in favor.

d. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Nicholson to table a motion to approve
the Steel Rivers Council of Governments Street Sweeping Agreement.

- All present were in favor.

e. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Nicholson to ratify the initial approval
letter for the road closure of Braddock Avenue from July 28 until July 30, 2025, pending
all necessary approvals from the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation, the Eastern
Regional Mon Valley Police Department, and receipt of a certificate of liability insurance.

- All present were in favor.

13. Committee Actions/Discussions

a. Emergency Management Coordinator: Council discussed the need to appoint an EMC,
and Mr. Walker is to acquire additional details and reach out to the Fire Chief for
whether the Fire Department would be willing to accept the role.

b. 538-538-1/2 Grandview Avenue: Mr. Walker reported a structural issue with the fagade
on the structure located on the subject parcel to Council. The owners have been
informed of the issue and are scheduled to meet with one another to resolve the matter.
Mr. Thomas contacted Ms. Branthoover to investigate the property to assess its
structural integrity.

c. Flower Planting: The planting has been completed.

d. Prospect Terrace: Council discussed initiatives to better include the residents living in the
Prospect Terrace properties/ Flyers for the Cleanup Day and transportation for
community events were discussed.

e. Cleanup Day: Supplies to be ordered in preparation for the event.

f. This Generation Conect East Pittsburgh Mall Project: The project was discussed with a
presentation to occur at the next month’s Council Agenda Setting Meeting. Mr. Thomas
explained that he can send a copy of the grant programs applied for in prior years, and he
explained that the GTRP Fund would be the most common document. Council further
discussed the challenges for completing the project as previously proposed.

g. Mr. Walker reported a handicap parking space request from Joseph Thompson for the
property located on 426 Howard Street.

h. Ms. Washington asked about the uniforms for DPW, which the Borough provides.

i.  Council discussed the possibility of painting the lines for the East Pittsburgh American
Legion. Solicitor Evashavik cautioned against using public funds to improve a privately
owned parcel, and Mr. Walker clarified that this arrangement was in the event that the
Main Street and Center Street Paving Project.



14. Adjournment:

i. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Washington to adjourn the meeting at
8:43 PM.
- All present were in favor.



