
 BOROUGH OF EAST PITTSBURGH 

MINUTES FOR THE COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, JULY 15, 2025 - 7:00 PM 

1. The July 15, 2025, meeting of the East Pittsburgh Council was called to order at 7:05 PM by Ms. 
Kennedy. 

2. Mr. Walker took roll call: 

Present: 
Mary Carol Kennedy, Council President 
Mark Petri, Council Member 
Ed Ruane, Council Member 
Ahmonique Washington, Council Member 

 

Absent: 
Chad Nicholson, Council Vice President 

Markus Adams, Mayor 

Russ Yocca, Borough DPW Supervisor 

 

Other: 

Benjamin D. Walker, Borough Manager 
Denise Hartford, Borough Secretary 
Laura Branthoover, Borough Engineer 
Nick Evashavik, Borough Solicitor 
Anthony Rydzak, Code Enforcement Officer 

3. Pledge of Allegiance       Ms. Kennedy  
 

4. Announcements: 
a. None at this time. 

5. Agenda: 
 

a. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to approve the agenda as 
presented. 
 

- All present were in favor. 
 

6. Meeting Minutes: 
 

a. A motion was made by Petri and seconded by Washington to approve the June 10, 2025. 
Agenda Meeting Minutes. 

- All present were in favor. 

b. A motion was made by Petri and seconded by Ruane to approve the June 17, 2025, 
Council Meeting Minutes with correction of the header and the motion to approve the 
May 27, 2025, Meeting Minutes. 
 

- All present were in favor. 

7. Eastern Regional Mon Valley Police Department Monthly Report –  

a. A motion was made by Petri and seconded by Washington to approve the June 2025 
ERMVPD monthly police report as presented by Chief of Police Derrick Turner. 

- All present were in favor. 
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b. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to approve the May 2025 ERMVPD 
monthly police report as presented by Chief of Police Derrick Turner. 

- All present were in favor. 

8. Public Comment –  
a. Jazamene: A representative of This Generation Connect requested that the printed 

documents used for the meeting to be made accessible via the website. The Borough 
Solicitor and Borough Manager verified that the information is available upon successful 
completion of a Right-to-Know Request. The number of copies is limited to conserve 
office supplies. 

b. Edna Greeley: An East Pittsburgh Borough resident living on Center Street spoke on Mr. 
Nicholson’s yard citing an infestation of rodents. 

c. Allen Simpson: An East Pittsburgh Borough resident living on Howard Street requested 
the use of 700 Grandview Avenue to begin a mentorship program. Mr. Walker 
requested that Mr. Simpson contact the Borough Office to establish everything that 
would be required to fulfill this request. 
 

9. Authorization to Pay Bills -       Ms. Kennedy                                                       

General Fund Expenditures $90,901.87 

Payroll Expenditures $18,043.52 

Sewage Fund Expenditures $575.00 

Liquid Fuels Expenditures $3,024.83 

Total Expenditures $112,545.22 

 

A motion was made by Petri and seconded by Ruane to approve payment of the bills. 
 

- All present were in favor. 

10. Reports 

a. Manager’s Report      Mr. Walker 

Mr. Walker answered some questions about this report. 

A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to approve the Manager’s report. 

-All present were in favor. 

b. Engineer’s Report      Ms. Branthoover 
 
. Ms. Branthoover read the Engineer’s Report and answered some questions about her 

report and the projects currently planned by the Borough. 

A motion was made by Washington and seconded by Petri to approve the Engineer’s 
report. 

- All present were in favor. 
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c. Code Enforcement      Mr. Rydzak 
 
Mr. Rydzak read his report and discussed the process of remediating the alleys due to 

heavy vegetation. 
 
A motion was made by Washington and seconded by Ruane to approve the Code 

Enforcement Report. 
-All present were in favor. 

 
d. Solicitor’s Report     Mr. Evashavik 

 
No report submitted. 

e. Mayor’s Report       Mr. Adams  
 
Absent. No report submitted. 
 

f. DPW Report       Mr. Yocca 
 
Mr. Walker to speak with the DPW Supervisor about trimming the weeds along Linden 

Avenue. A meeting with Grow Pittsburgh to create a green space will occur on 
August 1, 2025, at 1:00 PM. 

 
A motion was made by Petri and seconded by Washington to approve the DPW report. 

- All present were in favor. 

11. Old Business 

a. None at this time. 

12. New Business 

a. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to ratify the proposal from Akenheil 
Engineers, Inc. for geotechnical services to be rendered for the construction of the New 
Borough Building. 
 

- All present were in favor. 
 

b. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to adopt Resolution 25-06 (2025 
Multimodal Grant Application) 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF EAST PITTSBURGH, COUNTY OF ALLEGHENY, 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA AUTHORIZING THE APPLICATION FOR THE PENN 
D.O.T. MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION GRANT FROM THE PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR A ROADWAY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT. 
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- All present were in favor. 
 

c. A motion was made by Washington and seconded by Ruane to approve the bid from 
Niando Construction, Incorporated in the amount of $617,905.80 for the Grandview 
Avenue Storm Sewer Separation Project. 
 

- All present were in favor. 
 

13. Committee Actions/Discussions 

a. Emergency Management Coordinator: The Fire Chief has not yet responded to the 
request for an EMC. Mr. Walker spoke with C.J. Kaminsky about the role, and he stated 
that he had not quite decided. Council also discussed the event that Representative 
Salisbury hosted in response to the devastation of the April 29, 2025, storms. 

b. 538-538-1/2 Grandview Avenue: the contact person has not responded recently, and Mr. 
Rydzak was to reach out again for an update. 

c. Prospect Terrace: Council discussed flyers for the Community Day Event. Missy, the 
administrator responsible for the day-to-day activities of Prospect Terrace has shown 
willingness to participate with the initiative to involve these residents in the community. 

d. This Generation Connect East Pittsburgh Mall Project: Mr. Walker discussed the 
necessary items for approval from the Borough of East Pittsburgh, which includes a PA 
One Call to identify underground utilities and design work for engineering review. 

e. Community Day: Transportation for Prospect Terrace residents discussed but is still not 
guaranteed. The residents will be notified if transportation will be provided for the event. 

f. Ms. Washington inquired about her street name, which was identified per 911 records as 
“Arc Street” and NOT “Arch Street.” 

g. Council discussed Sycamore Wall and the application for the Multimodal Transportation 
Fund Application that is being sent to acquire the necessary funds to remediate the wall 
and hillside. 

h. Council further discussed the trees on Main Street, which have been completed to make 
way for the Penn DOT Main Street and Center Street Paving Project. 

i. The thank you letter for the Eastern Regional Sanitation Department workers has been 
delivered. 

j. Council inquired about water coming into the basements of some residents, and Ms. 
Branthoover explained the process that the Borough needs to take to protect its liability. 
 

14. Adjournment: 

i. A motion was made by Ruane and seconded by Petri to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 PM. 
- All present were in favor. 


